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Conqress of the United States
Houge of Repregentatives
Washington, BE 20515-4325

February 25,2013

The Honorable Barack H. Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama;

[ am writing to express my outrage over the proposed cuts to the Department
of Defense as part of the sequestration phase of the Budget Control Act of 2011. As
commander-in-chief of the U.S. military, your inaction to prevent these cuts from
happening to our military and their families is unconscionable.

In the 112% Congress, the House of Representatives passed two bills, H.R.
5652, the Sequester Replacement Reconciliation Act of 2012 and H.R. 6684, the
Spending Reduction Act of 2012 which would have canceled the sequester of
approximately $98 billion in discretionary defense, discretionary non-defense, and
mandatory defense FY2013 spending. Neither bill was even considered by the U.S.
Senate. The House of Representatives shouldn’t have to move a third bill before you
or the Senate finally acts. '

Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta recently stated, "If sequester happens, it is
going to badly damage the readiness of the United States of America. We have the
most powerful military force on the face of the earth right now. It is important in
terms of providing stability and peace in the world. If sequester goes into effect, and
we have to do the kind of cuts that will go right at readiness, right at maintenance,
right at training, we are going to weaken the United States. And make it much more
difficult for us to respond to the crises in the world."

Gen. Martin Dempsey went further in recent testimony before the Senate
Armed Services Committee and stated that sequestration would put our military on
a path where the "force is so degraded and so unready” that it would be "immoral to
use the force."

Mr. President, I represent the 25% Congressional District of Texas which
includes a large portion of Fort Hood - one of the largest military installations in the
world. The United States Army estimates $291 million in cuts for Fort Hood
including nearly 600 civilian jobs, and nearly 30 thousand jobs statewide. This is
preventable! Let’s cut the nonsense - drop the politics, drop the campaign speeches,
and do something.
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We shouldn’t put our national security, public safety, and the economy at risk
by letting the sequester pass without preventative action. Qur troops, our
businesses, and our families deserve better. Mr. President, Americans expect you to
lead.

Roger Williams
Member of Congress




